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HOANNNNNNNNNNCRRINTE atthew 6:12-15; Matthew 18:21-35
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orocoaoacs, "FORGIVENESS IS MAN'S DEEPEST NEED AND
OTOTOTRTRTRTRRAA HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENT"

Sketch by Nip Rogers

06%%%%%%%%% %% | thought my husband would come home," Jean
6% %% %%%%%%%%9 Braca, told a reporter from Charisma Magazine.
26%%%%%%%%%%%% Her husband, Alfred J. Braca, 54, died on 9/11, on
%%%%%%%%%%%% the 104th floor of the north tower.

She tried drowning her grief the first year with activi-
ties, but "grief was slow in coming; month by month,
year by year, it got worse, " she said.

Despite missing her husband deeply, she was deter-
mined to renounce any bitterness.

"l decided to forgive the terrorists and Osama bin
Laden

because Christ forgave me," she said.

Why is it so essential for our well being, and why is it
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“Sharing God’s Love In All We Do”

so hard to do?
This is a continuation on the subject of forgiveness.
-Rev. Ingrid Johnson

“Sharing God’s Love In All We Do”
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The Scriptures are full of amazing stories — miraculous river I<< 47 * ( :E::@ '|7J %@ANN[VERSAR[ES
crossings, for example. This past week we watched in shock y<<d47 40 & (1 *(( "o (
as the 135W bridge spanning the Mississippi River between m<ar o
Minneapolis and St. Paul collapsed. Wouldn't it be wonderful pec 7 9) ' ( 37 ( <EH<D + .7
if we could do like Moses — just put a stick an inch into the @>< 7 5A*B=C9 0 <EH<E !
water and watch it divide for us! <EH==1 .1
oS3 &6 #

Jesus fed thousands with meager provisions — but we strug- D<<7, 0 7?C>3>?7BE <EH=C1 17 7 17
gle to feed hungry children the world over. Sometimes there @<< 777! <EH=B 1 ( (
is a chasm between the miracles of these ancient stories and > < 5 <EH=? | (4 (4&&
the mundane, painful realities of our lives. We do hear of @B247 7 6 0 @@ <EH=D 7 K &7l& !
modern-day miracles; but they don’t seem to be of the same 4 ?7C>3><;@
magnitude as the miracles of old. re<ar 7 ((
There are other Scriptures, however, that leave the realm of Gc.f:; F ( EE:E +$i 'i FJ
the miraculous and deal directly with the realities of every day 1 G EH=E 4( $7 ! !
struggles. Ecclesiastes 3 is one of those texts. We all know @><7 * EH>= , $ |
it — “For everything there is a season, and a time for every - — ol
purpose under heaven . . . D<< 7 9 0

. L 3 (! 18&& (
| recently had a pastoral encounter with an individual who 2 > < (@ ( (
was grieving the loss of a loved one. As we talked about life B><7 6F & ( 1 L
it was apparent theirs was rather void of any identifiable mira- ?7C>3,C@>
cle. | shared with this person the text from Ecclesiastes, let- . .
ting them know that they don't need to feel “left out” because e Nursery Care provided during
they can't find the miracle in their life. The Bible deals with Eoc 47 5 I the Sunday 10:30 AM Service.
the practical, the difficult, and the mundane. Jesus told his 7 7 Birth to 5 years old.
followers to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick Ask anyone for directions.
and imprisoned, proclaim good news in spite of all the sad- N N
ness. & | 14 o Scripture Readings:
The Church is a place where miracles happen, not the least & &

of which is our own coming to faith in Jesus. But it is also a
practical place, where real needs are addressed by prayer,
sacrifice and service. Don't discount the miracles; and don’t
underestimate the need for all of us to bear down and get

about the business of making the kingdom of heaven a reality

Aug. 5 Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Hosea 11:1-11
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

right here . . . and right now. : ¥ Vﬂlunteers' Aug. 12 Psalm 5_02 1-8,22-23
God bless you! - —“i R Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Rev. Mark Demers {T B Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
58 o Luke 12:32-40

“Sharing God’s Love In All We Do”
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News You Can Use

Messages on the Horizon ...

After a recent message on For-
giveness a number of people
commented on how challenging
it can be to forgive others. If we
forgive them, does that mean we
have to trust them? Can you
forgive someone and still not
like them? Many who have
been deeply hurt struggle to for-
give at all.

The weekend of August 3-4 Pas-
tor Ingrid Johnson will share
another message on forgive-
ness. She will bring her insight,
experience and faith to the chal-
lenging and ever-relevant issue.

Mark is also planning a series of
messages for August and Sep-
tember about what it means to
be a "Church". For so many of
us, we think of our personal re-
lationship to God. Jesus tells us
that love for God is paramount;
but a commandment equal in
importance is our love for
neighbor. The Church is the
"neighborhood" in which we
find encouragement, correction,
and to which we can invite oth-
ers.

HAVE “OU BEEN BAPTIZED?
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Do you live alone?

Would you like a daily contact?
Have we got a
Team for you!

Please let the church office
know and we will connect you
with a Team Member who will
happily call you each day.

“Sharing God’s Love In All We Do”
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Nurses Needed
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Parish Nurse Volunteer Training...
Sister Kathleen Cummings is looking
for a few nurses (current or retired)
willing to be trained as Parish Nurses
for the North Country. Seminar starts
in the Fall. If you are interested, call
her at 523-5582 (AM) or

523-3171 (PM).

Interested in Church

bership?
MEMBERSHIP wondering 1t 2oportant?
Luncheon

What difference does it make?
You are invited to a lunch
following church on Oct. 28 in
Erdman Hall. Speak with
Pastor Mark or call the church
office.




